URBAN LIFE, FORM AND IDENTITY IN

THE MEDIEVAL LOW COUNTRIES
BETWEEN SOCIAL PRACTICE AND
[CONOGRAPHIC IDENTITY
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Urban fabric? How was space organised? (shift?)
Trade?
Who lived there and controlled them?

Importance of 1deological and social reproduction?
(power)

Cultural biography towards succes?
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Towns as reflection of their memories and/or biographies?
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Town as accumulation of memories = myth
=> selection



Selection: meanings and functions can change in different contexts,
and, as time goes on, they age (...) : choices about preservation,
innovation, destruction, fossilization
Accounts of things’ life-histories are biographies of things




Negative: out of date, unfit, inconvenient
Positive: innovative, future, heritage ...
Heritage: choices of memories




late 19th century and early 20th century city branding: creating and (re-)inforcing the the
iconic character of towns through images and architecture (World-Exhibitions)




Worldexhibition 1930: “old Belgium”
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Reconfiguration: intertextual references
genetic code and sense of belonging <-> obliterations
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References 1n genetic code, build stories: the late-medieval period;

Town-portraits with an eternal value (Town "Maps".)
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Meester van Flémalle, Mérode-altaarstuk (1425-1430) , New York



These representations had a subtle changing character, depending on the perception of urban
life by different social groups. This shows how references change in relation to changing
urban life and organization. Question: impact on spatial developments and architecture?
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Van der Weyden, Saint-Luke & Meester van het zicht van Sint-

Madonna Goedele,
Ca. 1435 (Boston) Madonna, Ca. 1475 (Liége)
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reconfiguration in the urban fabric

The Market Place

* Regulations
* Market Halls
* Public space

Assembly
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* Icon of the town, prestige
) ,1 . » Towers and symbols

b “Eternal”



However: shift of spatial setting for exchange to
squares (and triangular ‘markets’) shift only
rather late: late 12%"-early 14™ ¢
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1127: “forum” is partly
“palus” (or mudd pool) and
“cloacarium”

1240: transformation into
ornamental Market Place



Ghent: Vrijdagmarkt (Forum Veneris): early 13t ¢
On top of 10t-12% ¢ deposits and buildings (Redpainted
Wares)
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Market places:

- Start as marginal and dirty

- designated by feudal power at edge
of feudal oppida (rural wetlands)

- Urban social groups negotiate and
redesign public space (gradual)

- First early 13t ¢, last mid 14™ ¢

- Assembly, symbolic architecture,
regulations, clean

- =>1con of the new social groups
(merchants, guilds)

- Shift from feudal town to forum-
town = gradual and complex

- Obliteration of early medieval and
marginalisation of feudal fabric and
references




Portus towns (7-10™ ¢) and Feudal Towns (10%-12% ¢)

* Medemblik, Dorestad, Walichrum (Domburg), Ghent and
later also Antwerp 9 c. trade town in North Sea Network

* Between 920 and 980: Lords dominate Ghent, Antwerp and
other places and redesign urban fabric

* “Recuperation”
» Vocabulary of power: collegiate churches and fortresses

» Presence of Lords, stimulating and facilitating trade of wool
and rural products from estates => Control of Merchant
Agency that was present long before
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P Voies d'eau actuelles
Cadastre actuel

Localisation des découvertes archéologiques
H Gravesteen

0
Fossé du 9e siecle
Abbayes

s 1: Saint-Bavon 2:Saint-Pierre
? Edifices religieux

1:Saint-Jean {auj. cathédrale Saint-Bavon) 2:Sainte-Pharailde 3: Eglise paroissiale de Saint-Bavon

Emplacement présumé du portus
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GENT: Novum Castellum 10™ ¢ (bourg castral):
former hostile town? (D-shape)

external control of mercatores in

Cadastre actuel

Localisation des découvertes archéologiques
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Antwerp Longphuirt / portus 274 half 9% -10% c.
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Antwerp: transformation to Ottonian fortress and
“German” type trade centre, mid 10th ¢
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lapidea domus comitis
Regalis aula

Suprema camera castri
Turris

Lobium comitis major

(gallery)







onclusions
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S Biography = selection of merx
references

Changing meanings and fabric, changin"
discourse

Urban biographies = permanent
Reconfiguration and changes of intertextual
references.

genetic code and sense of belonging —
dynamic

Archaeological consequences

Urban heritage 1s but latest phag
proces
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