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UrbNet
Mission Statement

Centre for Urban Network Evolutions (UrbNet)
explores the archaeology and history of urban
societies and their networks from the Ancient
Mediterranean to medieval Northern Europe and to
the Indian Ocean World.

We are an interdisciplinary research initiative, which
integrates new methods from contextual cultural
studies rooted in the humanities with the natural
sciences.

Approaching urbanism as a network dynamic, we
aim to develop a high-definition archaeology to
determine how urban networks catalyzed societal
and environmental expansions and crises in the past.
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UrbNet was inaugurated in January 2015 and runs until the end of 2025. The centre has received
105 million DKK in funding from the Danish National Research Foundation (DNRF grant 119) to
carry out research focussing on past urban societies and their networks.

The centre is directed by professor Rubina Raja and its vice-directors professor Sgren M. Sindbaek
(2015-April 2025) and associate professor Sarah Croix (April 2025-December 2025).

UrbNet’s work comprises projects that intersect questions and problems concerning urban
development and networks in the regions from Northern Europe over the Levant to the East Coast
of Africa. It involves elaborate work on empirical material from a number of existing excavation
projects, and made substantial contributions toward theoretical and methodological developments
in the field.

UrbNet employees study the archaeology of urbanism from medieval Northern Europe to the
Ancient Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean World, and determine how — and to what extent —
urban networks catalysed societal and environmental expansions and crises in the past. The centre
is firmly rooted in the humanities but enjoys close, collaborative ties with natural sciences.

Annual reports:

2015: https://urbnet.au.dk/fileadmin/Urbnet/Publications/UrbNet_report_2015-2016_SAMLET.
pdf

2016: https://urbnet.au.dk/fileadmin/Urbnet/Publications/UrbNet_annual_report_2016
PUBLIC_WEB.pdf

2017: https://urbnet.au.dk/fileadmin/Urbnet/Publications/UrbNet_annual_report_2017_PUBLIC.
pdf

2018: https://urbnet.au.dk/fileadmin/Urbnet/Publications/UrbNet_Annual_Report 2018
PUBLIC_WEBPAGE_FINAL.pdf

2019: https://www.e-pages.au.dk/aarhusuniversitet/2241.pdf

2020: https://www.e-pages.au.dk/aarhusuniversitet/2409.pdf

2021: https://www.e-pages.au.dk/aarhusuniversitet/2563.pdf

2022: https://urbnet.au.dk/fileadmin/Urbnet/Publications/Annual_report_2022_ public__
opslag_.pdf

2023: https://urbnet.au.dk/fileadmin/Urbnet/Publications/Annual_report_2023 Public.pdf
2024: https://urbnet.au.dk/fileadmin/ingen_mappe_valgt/Annual_report_2024 - PUBLIC _
enkeltside_.pdf

UrbNet follow-up meeting with the DNRF in 2018

UrbNet retreat 2020 during the Covid pandemic
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Sindbaek, S. M. (2025). Fyrkat,
Vikingetidens Ringborge 3, Aarhus:
Aarhus University Press.
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Croix, S. (2024). Den sidste viking. 1066,
Aarhus: Aarhus University Press.

Sindbaek, S. M. (2024). Aggersborg,
Vikingetidens Ringborge 2, Aarhus:
Aarhus University Press.

Sindbaek, S. M. (2024). Trelleborg,
Vikingetidens Ringborge 1, Aarhus:
Aarhus University Press.

2023

Bobou, O. & Raja, R. (2023). Palmyrene
Sarcophagivol. 1 & 2, Studies in
Palmyrene Archaeology and History 10,
Turnhout: Brepols.

DOI: 10.1484/M.SPAH-EB.5.134891

Brughmans, T., & Peeples, M.

A. (2023). Network Science in
Archaeology, Cambridge Manuals in
Archaeology, Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

DOI: 10.1017/9781009170659

Smith, M. E. (2023). Urban Life in the
Distant Past: The Prehistory of Energized
Crowding, Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

DOI: 10.1017/9781009249027
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Bobou, O., Miranda, A. C., Raja, R. & Yon,
J.-B. (eds.) (2022). The Ingholt Archive:
The Palmyrene Material, Transcribed
with Commentary and Bibliography vol.
1-4, Archive Archaeology 2, Turnhout:
Brepols.

DOI: 10.1484/M.ARC-EB.5.133384

Haase, K. (2022). Albani Kirke og
Kirkegdrd: En Oversigt over de
Arkaeologiske Kilders Udsagn til
Belysning af Skt. Albani Kirke og
Kirkegdrds Historie i Perioden ca. 900 til
1250, CENTRUM:

Forskningscenter for Centralitet 12,
Odense: Odense City Museums.*

Raja, R. (2022). Pearl of the Desert: A
History of Palmyra, New York: Oxford
University Press.

DOI: 10.1093/
050/9780190852221.001.0001

Steding, J. (2022). Carvers and
Customers in Roman Palmyra: The
Production Economy of Limestone
Loculus Reliefs, Studies in Palmyrene
Archaeology and History 7, Turnhout:
Brepols.

2021

Raja, R., Steding, J. & Yon, J.-B. (eds.)
(2021). Excavating Palmyra: Harald
Ingholt’s Excavation Diaries: A
Transcript, Translation, and Commentary
vol. 1 & 2, Studies in Palmyrene
Archaeology and History 4, Turnhout:
Brepols.

Bobou, O., Jensen, J. V., Kristensen,

N. B., Raja, R. & Thomsen, R. R. (eds.)
(2021). Studies on Palmyrene Sculpture:
A Translation of Harald Ingholt’s Studier

2019

Krag, S., Raja, R. & Yon, J.-B. (2019). The
Collection of Palmyrene Funerary
Portraits in the Musei Vaticani: Notes
and Observations, Bollettino dei
Monumenti Musei e Gallerie Pontificie
Supplemento 4, The Vatican State:
Edizioni Musei Vaticani.

Raja, R. (2019). The Palmyra Collection:
Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, Copenhagen: Ny
Carlsberg Glyptotek.

2018

Blémer, M. & Winter, E. (2018). Doliche:
An Ancient Town at the Crossroads of
Civilizations: A Guide to the Ancient
City Area and the Sanctuary of Jupiter
Dolichenus, Gaziantep: Sehitkamil.*

Intagliata, E. E. (2018). Palmyra after
Zenobia AD 273-750: An Archaeological
and Historical Reappraisal, Oxford:
Oxbow Books.

DOI: 10.2307/j.ctt2272712.1

Krag, S. (2018). Funerary Representation
of Palmyrene Women. From the First
Century BC to the Third Century AD,
Studies in Classical Archaeology 3,
Turnhout: Brepols.

2016

Kristensen, H. K. & Poulsen,

B. (2016). Danmarks Byer i
Middelalderen, Aarhus: Aarhus
University Press.

Wynne-Jones, S. (2016). A Material
Culture: Consumption and Materiality
on the Coast of Precolonial East Africa,
Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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Photogrammetric plan of the mosaic hall (The Danish-
German Jerash Northwest Quarter Project).
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Berthelot, K., Dochhorn, J., Niehoff, M.,
Raja, R., Ripke, J., Smith, C., Tommasi,
C. 0., Vinzent, M. & Weissenrieder, A.
(2025). "Religion in the Roman Empire:
Editorial", Religion in the Roman Empire
11(1), 1-6.

Harvey, C.A., Intagliata, E.E. & Raja,

R. (2025). "Asserting Control Through
Water in the Roman Period: The Evidence
from Southern Jordan and the Case of
Khirbet al-Khald", American Journal

of Archaeology 129(2), 203-218. DOI:
10.1086/734062

Haase, K., Pallesen, T. M., Sindbaek, S. M.
& Kristiansen, S.M. (2025). "Predicting
Buried Archaeological Heritage in

a 3D Environment—Modelling the
Urban Subsurface Using Voxels",
Geoarchaeology 40 (3), e70014. DOI:
10.1002/gea.70014

Raja, R. (2025). "Late Antique Churches
in Gerasa, Jordan, as Reflections of
Urban Heterarchies", Religion and
Urbanity Online, e-pub. DOI: 10.1515/
urbrel.13901165*

Raja, R. (2025). "Religion and the Urban:
Network Evolutions Perspectives as
Lenses", Religion and Urbanity Online,
e-pub. DOI: 10.1515/urbrel.35516989*

2024

Ball, R. J., Ansell, M. P., Su Cadirci, T. B.,
Baki, V. A., Fletcher, P. J., Lichtenberger,
A., Raja, R. & Wootton, W. (2024).
"Analysis of Mosaic Mortars from the
Roman, Byzantine and Early Islamic
Periods Sourced from Gerasa’s Northwest
Quarter", Heritage Science 12,168,

168. DOI: 10.1186/s40494-024-01277-3*

Barfod, G. H., Feveile, L. & Sindbak, S. M.
(2024). "The Emperor's New Glass: The
Introduction of Carolingian Wood Ash
Glass in North Sea Trade", Archaeometry
66(3), 534-551. DOI: 10.1111/arcm.
12968*

Bavuso, I. (2024). "Trade in Mercury:
Crafts, Networks, and Demand in Post-
Roman Western Europe", Journal of Late

Antiquity 17(2), 525-557. DOI: 10.1353/
jla.2024.2946857

Blémer, M., Bobou, O. & Raja, R. (2024).
"The Impact of Archaeological Practice
on the Study of Roman-Period Urbanism
in the Near East", Journal of Urban
Archaeology 10, 17-33.

DOI: 10.1484/J.JUA.5.142496*

Boschetti, C., Furlan, G., Schibille, N.,
Raja, R., & Bonetto, J. (2024). "Glass
Working and Recycling in Pompeii: New
evidence from the Landfill of the Sarno
Baths (VIIl 2, 17-23)", Archaeological and
Anthropological Sciences 16, 115.

Doi: 10.1007/s12520-024-02009-1*

Boschetti, C. & Raja, R. (2024). "Shattered
Economies: The Role of Glass Fragments
in Early Roman Wall Mosaics as a Factor
in Understanding Aspects of the Roman
Economy and Society", Journal of Urban
Archaeology 10, 115-137.

DOI: 10.1484/).JUA.5.142501*

English, R. S. (2024). "Elephant

Ivory Rings in Early Medieval Graves
Reconsidered", Early Medieval Europe
32(3), 1-31.

DOI: 10.1111/emed.12715

Harvey, C. A, Intagliata, E. E., Mokranova,
K., Raja, R. & Zoppi, M. (2024). "Cultural
Heritage Damage Assessment at

Khirbet al-Khalde in a Longue Durée
Perspective: Multiscalar Methodologies
and Survey Results", Journal of Eastern
Mediterranean Archaeology and Heritage
Studies 12(2), 172-195. DOI: 10.5325/
jeasmedarcherstu.12.2.0172*

Harvey, C. A, Intagliata, E. E. & Raja, R.
(2024). "A Multiscalar Approach to Survey
of Military and Trade Architecture in
Jordan: The Case of Khirbet al-Khalde",
Antiquity 98(400), e21.

DOI: 10.15184/aqy.2024.74*

Harvey, C. A, Intagliata, E. E. & Raja, R.
(2024). "Khirbet al-Khalde: A Road Station
in the Wadi al-Yutm", Archaeology in
Jordan 4 (2022-2023 seasons), 173-175.*

Herrera Malatesta, E. & de Valeriola,
S. (2024). "Ambiguous Landscapes: a
Framework for Assessing Robustness

Articles

and Uncertainties in Archaeological
Point Pattern Analysis", PLoS ONE 19(9),
e0307743.

DOI: 10.1371/journal.pone.0307743*

Intagliata, E. E. (2024). "Notes on a Glass
Assemblage and Associated Wick-Holders
from Machkhomeri (Khobi Municipality
— Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti, Western
Georgia)", Ancient Civilizations from
Scythia to Siberia 30, 255-277.

DOI: 10.1163/15700577-20232925

Iversen, R., Grane, T., Jensen, X. P., Rose,
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"Introduction to Late Roman Cross-Craft",
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Murphy, E. A. & Riley Snyder,

J. (2024). "Bound by Binders:

Multicraft Organization and Industrial
Interdependencies of Lime Production for
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Raja, R. (2024). "Disentangling Cross-

Crafting, Reuse, and Recycling in Late
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Centuries CE)", Journal of Late Antique,
Islamic and Byzantine Studies 3(1-2), 234—
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Raja, R. & Riipke, J. (2024). "Urban Religion
through the Lens of Urban Archaeology",
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Raja, R. & Seland, E. H. (2024). "Palmyra:
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Space, Shaping Cities, and Making History
in the Ancient Classical World", Journal of
Urban Archaeology 9, 11-12.
DOI: 10.1484/).JUA.5.137197
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THE ENERGY
OF CROWDS

published research and hypotheses, as to
why large and dense human settlements
have gathered so many similar

they have grown at

any archaeologists
will spend a lifetime
getting to grips with
th 1 fjust
one ancient civilisation.

That leaves few to explore the bigger
patterns of human history. Often the
grand comparative investigations and
syntheses are attempted by writers
coming to archaeology from other
fields, with a risk that they may not fully
appreciate the limits as well as the depth
and complexity of the evidence.

This does not go for the work by
Michael ESmith. He has dedicated a full
career to the archacology of Aztec cities
in Mexico, from long-term fieldwork to
nalyses and academic syntheses.

care
Yet he s also guided by the belief that
archaeological knowledge has to be
properly compared to make sense

and thatitisstill too rarely done. Both
perspectives are evident in his newbook
UrbanL e Distant Past, which
heis notafraid to call the culmination

of his career, It is certainly a seminal
new statement on the way we look at
ancient cities, and how we may link their
archaeology with urbanism today.

We followed the bookin the making,
from idea to manuscript, when Smith
wasavisiting professor at the Centre for
Urban Network Evolutions at Aathus
University, Denmark, a few years ago
He used this stay as an opportunity to
gather evidence from experts working
on urban sites, who were just as familiar
with other ancient peoples as Mike is
‘athome with the Aztecs’ (the title of
another book of his). Working his way
systematically from office to office at
the Centre, he picked the brains of junior
and senior researchers alike, testing case
studies of urban societies in the ancient
Mediterranean, the Near East, medieval
Europe, Africa, and Southeast Asia -

different times in very different parts of
the world. Smith seraps the long-standing
ideas that cities are simply a corollary of
states and bureaucracies - a lot of early
urban societies evidently precede states.
Nor s any large settlement a city: some
early farming villages could grow to
become verylarge settlements, but they
were more like modern ‘agrotowns
nucleated farming communities ather

ferentiated societies.

an places from other
human settlements, Smith proposes, is
what he calls ‘energised crowding’. This
isthe creative and generative process that
resultsalmost by default when face-to-face
social interaction is concentsated in one
place. Simply by living closely together,
sothe ar

8
citieswould have begun to o
complex forms of community, and found
newways to collaborate, in tumn creating
economic growth,

In fact, they could hardly avoid doing
50. This was because of the sheer problems
arising from people being concentrated
Ifneighbours can be a blessing, they are
alsoa complication and - as everything
from sitcoms to the news reminds us -a
potential source of conflicts. Crowding
has powerful social effects, not just
positive opportunities, but also nuisances
ranging from irritation to crime - what
sociologists call ‘interaction stress’. Such
consequences call for more attention to
be focused on finding agreements, and
sometimes demand that we come up with
new, more elaborate solutions, both as
individuals and as groups

We may see some of this process even
in small-scale societies. Pueblo societies

on many ofwhich the C:
have conducted decade-long fieldwork
and published extensively.

As a result, we now have a new and
unusually broadly founded proposal,
drawing on and including other scholars’

inth United Statesin the
early 2nd millennium AD, for example,
often lived in communities of a few
hundred people gathered in small but
extremely dense, multistorey settlements
In order to cope with the inconveniences
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Urban societies world-wide have created a remarkable
and immense archaeological record, and the material
yielded from urban sites, ranging from remote sensing
to micromorphology, can tell us much about cultural
constructions, environmental issues, and social evolution.
This material has often been discussed within the
framework of different regional and topical approaches,
despite the fact that scholars working in urban areas
often face similar questions about societies, and draw on
common theories, methods, and benchmark studies.

The Journal of Urban Archaeology (JUA) is the first dedi-
cated scholarly journal to recognize urban archaeology as
a field within its own right. It provides an intellectual fo-
rum for researchers working on the archaeology of urban
societies and networks in all parts of the world and across

all periods of time.

Volumes in the journal

Journal of Urban Archaeology 1 (2020), ed. by Raja, R. & Sindbaek, S. M.

Journal of Urban Archaeology 2 (2020), ed. by Raja, R. & Sindbaek, S. M.

Journal of Urban Archaeology 3 (2021), ed. by Raja, R. & Sindbaek, S. M.

Journal of Urban Archaeology 4 (2021), ed. by Raja, R. & Sindbak, S. M.

Journal of Urban Archaeology 5 - Anomalocivitas (2022), ed. by Raja, R. & Sindbaek, S. M.

Journal of Urban Archaeology 6 (2022), ed. by Raja, R. & Sindbaek, S. M.

Journal of Urban Archaeology 7 - Anomalous Giants (2023), Special Issue, ed. by Fletcher, R., Kim, N. C., & White, K.
Journal of Urban Archaeology 8 - Comparing Urban Heterogeneity (2023), ed. by Raja, R. & Sindbaek, S. M.

Journal of Urban Archaeology 9 - Making Place in the Ancient City (2024), ed. by Latzer-Lasar, A. & Williamson, C. G.
Journal of Urban Archaeology 10 - High-Definition Urban Archaeology (2024), ed. by Raja, R. & Sindbaek, S. M.

Journal of Urban Archaeology 11 - Archaeological Perspectives on Urban Sustainability(2025), ed by Fernandez-Gotz,
M. & Fletcher, R.

Journal of Urban Archaeology 12 - featuring a special section on ‘Lost Cities and Legacy Data’ (2025), ed. by Raja, R. &
Sindbaek, S. M. / special section ed. by Bobou, O. & Raja, R.

60

]‘io,;rnal of

Urban Archaeology

Edited by Rubina Raja and Soren M. Sindbzek

Iol’lrnal of

Urban Archaeology

Edited by Rubina Raja and Soren M. Sindbak

BREPOLS

jﬁotlrnal of #
Urba iArchaeology

JoLAlrnal of

Urban Archaeology

Edited by Rubina Raja and Soren M. Sindbak

BREPOLS

Ioarnal of
Urban Archaeology

Edited by Rubina Raja and Sgren M. Sindbaek

i‘o!arnal of #
Urban Archaeology

Edited by Rubina Raja and Seren M. Sindbek

Anomalocivitas

BREPOLS

iotlrnal of i
Urban Archaeology

BREPOLS

io:;rnal of #
Urban Archaeology

Edited by Rubina Raja and Sgren M. Sindbaek

Archaeo[ogrcal Perspectlves
on Urban Sustamab/llty =

Special Issue edited by Manuel Ferninde:

BREPOLS

jo:lrnal of #
Urban Archaeology

Edited by Rubina Raja and Seren M. Sindbazk

BREPOLS

lﬁotlrnal of # /
Urban Archaeology

Edited by Rubina Raja and Sgren M. Sindbzk

BREPOLS

j"olarnal of #
Urban Archaeology

Edited by Rubina Raja and Sei

BREPOLS

]woxl:rnal of

Urban Archaeology

Edited by Rubina Raja and Sgren M. Sindbazk

Featuring a special section,
“Lost Cities and Legacy Data’
edited by Olympia Bobou and Rubina Raja

BREPOLS




Shifting Horizons:

Observations from a Ride Through
the Syrian Desert and Asia Minor

Archival Historiographies

The Impact of Twentieth-Century Legacy Data
on Archaeological Investigations

Archive Archaeology

A Translation of Johannes Elith @strup’s ‘Skiftende horizonter’

Archive Archaeology has grown as a field of research over the
last years and UrbNet has taken the lead on a series of initiatives
concerning archival material from urban excavations — both in
Scandinavia and in the Eastern Mediterranean.

In that context the series Archive Archaeology, founded by
Rubina Raja and published with Brepols Publisher, has gained
much international attention and several volumes have been
published already.

Titles in the series

Turning the Page: Archaeological Archives and Entangled
Knowledge (2025)
Olympia Bobou, Rubina Raja, Maria Stamatopoulou (eds)

Trends in Archive Archaeology: Current Research on
Archival Material from Fieldwork and its Implications for
Archaeological Practice (2024)

Jon Frey, Rubina Raja (eds)

Shaping Archaeological Archives: Dialogues between
Fieldwork, Museum Collections, and Private Archives (2023)
Rubina Raja (ed)

The Ingholt Archive: The Palmyrene Material, Transcribed with
Commentary and Bibliography (2023)

Olympia Bobou, Amy C. Miranda, Rubina Raja, Jean-Baptiste
Yon

Archival Historiographies: The Impact of Twentieth-Century
Legacy Data on Archaeological Investigations (2022)
Olympia Bobou, Amy C. Miranda, Rubina Raja (eds)

Shifting Horizons: Observations from a Ride Through the
Syrian Desert and Asia Minor. A Translation of Johannes Elith
@strup’s ‘Skiftende horizonter’ (2022)

Cisca Spencer
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Editor

Rubina Raja, Aarhus Universitet

Editorial Board

Jennifer Baird, Birkbeck, University of London
Olympia Bobou, Aarhus Universitet

William Carruthers, University of Essex
Christina Riggs, Durham University

Nathan Schlanger, Ecole nationale des chartes

Andrew Shapland, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford
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Studies on Palmyrene
Sculpture

A Translation of Harald Ingholt's Studier over

Production Economy in
Greater Roman Syria

Trade Networks and Production Processes

Individualizing the Dead

Attributes in Palmyrene Funerary Sculpture

Palmyrensk Skulptur, Edited and v Commentary

Studies in Palmyrene Archaeology
and History

Editor

Rubina Raja, Aarhus Universitet

and Rikke R. Thon

Palmyra and its culture(s) has received extensive — smeroLs seerors
treatment in scholarship over several centuries, Editorial Board
but interest in the city has increased in recent
decades, and many aspects of the city’s
archaeology and history have been addressed in
a range of publication. Maura Heyn, University of North Carolina,
The series Studies in Palmyrene Archaeology and  Greensboro

History provides a unique publication forum,
aiming at drawing together various international
research strings focusing on Palmyra and its  Ted Kaizer, Durham University
surrounding region, and making them available Eivind Seland, Universitetet i Bergen
in one publication venue.

Nathanel Andrade, Binghamton University

Olympia Bobou, Aarhus Universitet

The Small Stuff
of the Palmyrenes

Coins and Tesserae from Palmyra

Palmyra and the East

Emanuele Intagliata, Universita degli Studi di Milano

Jean-Baptiste Yon, Laboratoire HiSoMA, CNRS, Lyon

Titles in the series

The Pal.M.A.ILS. Syro-Italian Joint Project: Selected
Essays on the Southwest Quarter and the Peristyle
Building of Palmyra in Memory of Prof. Maria Teresa
Grassi (2025)

Emanuele Ettore Intagliata (ed)

Palmyra in Perspective (2024)
Rubina Raja (ed)

Palmyrene Sarcophagi
Olympia Bobou, Rubina Raja

Odds and Ends: Unusual Elements in Palmyrene
Iconography (2023)
Maura Heyn, Rubina Raja (eds)

Exchange and Reuse in Roman Palmyra: Examining
Economy and Circularity (2023)
Nathanael Andrade, Rubina Raja (eds)

Carvers and Customers in Roman Palmyra: The
Production Economy of Limestone Loculus Reliefs
(2022)

Julia Steding
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Palmyra and the East (2022)
Kenneth Lapatin, Rubina Raja (eds)

The Small Stuff of the Palmyrenes: Coins and Tesserae
from Palmyra (2022)
Rubina Raja (ed)

Harald Ingholt Excavating Palmyra: Harald Ingholt’s
Excavation Diaries: A Transcript, Translation, and
Commentary (2021)

Rubina Raja, Jean-Baptiste Yon, Julia Steding

Individualizing the Dead: Attributes in Palmyrene
Funerary Sculpture (2021)
Maura Heyn, Rubina Raja (eds)

Production Economy in Greater Roman Syria: Trade
Networks and Production Processes (2021)
Rubina Raja, Julia Steding (eds)

Harald Ingholt Studies on Palmyrene Sculpture: A
Translation of Harald Ingholt’s Studier over Palmyrensk
Skulptur, Edited and with Commentary (2021)
Olympia Bobou, Jesper Vestergaard Jensen, Nathalia
Breintoft Kristensen, Rubina Raja, Rikke Randeris
Thomsen

Carvers and Customers
in Roman Palmyra

The Production Economy
of Limestone Loculus Reliefs

By Julia Steding
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Studies in Classical
Archaeology

Studies in Classical Archaeology is a high impact
publication venue for in-depth research into all aspects of
the material culture relating to ancient Greece, Rome, and
the neighbouring communities in, around, and beyond
the Mediterranean and West Asia.

Publications in the series offer new insights into both
the Classical world, as usually defined within Classical
Archaeology, but also more widely, covering wider
geographical and chronological contexts, and exploring
regions and time periods that have often been considered
peripheral in order to broaden the horizon of the field of
Classical Archaeology.

Titles in the series

The Sanctuary of Parthenos at Ancient Neapolis
(Kavala), Volume Il Pottery, Stone Inscriptions, and
Small Finds (2025)

Amalia Avramidou (ed)

Dura-Europos: Past, Present, Future (2025)
Lisa Brody, Anne Hunnell Chen (eds)

The Sanctuary of Parthenos at Ancient Neapolis
(Kavala), Volume | Incised and Painted Ceramic
Inscriptions from the Sanctuary and in Aegean Thrace
(2025)

Amalia Avramidou

Painting Pompeii: Painters, Practices, and Organization
(2024)
Francesca Bologna

The Painted Tetrarchic Reliefs of Nicomedia: Uncovering
the Colourful Life of Diocletian’s Forgotten Capital
(2021)

Tuna Sare Agtlirk
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The Value of Making: Theory and Practice in Ancient
Craft Production (2021)
Helle Hochscheid, Ben Russell (eds)

Hellenistic Sealings & Archives: Proceedings of The Edfu
Connection, an International Conference (2021)

Branko Fredde van Oppen de Ruiter, Ronald Wallenfels
(eds)

The Archaeology of Seasonality (2021)
Achim Lichtenberger, Rubina Raja (eds)

Die Basileia von Alexandria: Topographisch-
urbanistische Untersuchungen zum ptolemaischen
Konigsviertel (2020)

Stefan Riedel

Die Odyssee in der Spatantike: Bildliche und literarische
Rezeption (2020)
Susanne Moraw
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Urban Practices: Repopulating the Ancient City (2020) Editor
: " Rubina Raja, Aarhus Universitet

Annette Haug, Stephanie Merten (eds) .
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\_ b " Cas ai'ﬂeyer, Bard Graduate Center, New York
Visual Histories of the Classical World: Es ys in HondUr f '
Smith (2019) o
Catherine M. Draycott, Rubina Raja, Kat

Wootton (eds)

vid Saunders, J. Paul Getty Museum

Funerary Representatio
Century BC to the Third
Signe Krag

The Diversity of Classical Arch

Rubina Raja (eds)
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Contextualizing the Sacred

Sacred Space and its Societal Contexts in the Ancient World

Studies in this series examine sacred space through
its material and textual culture, using this as a lens to
explore various aspects of social, political and religi-
ous experience, change and continuity. An open and
exploratory approach to theoretical frameworks and
methods of analysis and explanation is one of the cen-
tral aims and contributions.

The timeframe and geographic area represented en-
compass a number of different disciplines and area
studies; archaeology, ancient history, Assyriology, clas-
sical archaeology, Egyptology, Near Eastern archaeo-
logy and philology. By integrating studies of textual,
architectural, iconographic and archaeological forms
of evidence, Contextualizing the Sacred encourages
interdisciplinary research. Contemporary concern
with religious landscapes of the Middle East (and in-
creasingly of Europe) is inciting an increased study of
its ancient cultures and the religious roots of Europe.

General Editors
Elizabeth Frood, Oxford University
Rubina Raja, Aarhus Universitet

Advisory Board

Gojko Barjamovic, Yale University

Michael Blémer, Universitat Miinster

Frank Daubner, Universitat Trier

Nancy Highcock, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford
Agnete Lassen, Yale University

Robyn Le Blanc, The University of North Carolina

at Greensboro

Jorg Rupke, Universitat Erfurt

Maren Schentuleit, University of Oxford

Anna Stevens, Monash University/University of Cambridge
Christophe Thiers, CNRS-UMR 5140, Archéologie des
Sociétés Méditerranéennes

Materialities and Meanings

The Architectural Context of
Mystery Groups and Religious

Alexandria—Nea Paphos—Kyrene Associations in the Ancient World

Religious Architecture and Text
in the Near East and Egypt
1000 BC-AD 300

Continuity and Change

EBine Untersuchung zur religiosen
Alltagspraxis im spatantiken Judda

Religious Identities in Local,
Regional, and Imperial Settings

Manifestations in Text
and Material Culture
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Titles in the series

Maghnification and Miniaturization in Religious Communications in Antiquity and Modernity:
Materialities and Meanings (2023)

Elisabeth Begemann, Diana Pavel, Georgia Petridou, Anna-Katharina Rieger, Rubina Raja,

Jorg Ripke (eds)

Cultic Graffiti in the Late Antique Mediterranean and Beyond (2021)
Bryan Ward-Perkins, Antonio E. Felle (eds)

Transformationen stadtromischer Heiligtiimer wahrend der spaten Republik und Kaiserzeit (2020)
Marlis Arnhold (ed)

Revisiting the Religious Life of Palmyra (2019)
Rubina Raja (ed)

Contextualizing the Sacred in the Hellenistic and Roman Near East: Religious Identities in Local,
Regional, and Imperial Settings (2017)
Rubina Raja (ed)

Expressions of Cult in the Southern Levant in the Greco-Roman Period: Manifestations in Text and
Material Culture (2017)
Oren Tal, Zeev Weiss (eds)

Terrakotten aus Beit Nattif: Eine Untersuchung zur religiosen Alltagspraxis im spatantiken
Judaa (2017)
Achim Lichtenberger

Phonizische, griechische und romische Gottheiten im historischen Wandel (2015)
Linda-Marie Glinther, Barbel Morstadt (eds)

Religious Identities in the Levant from Alexander to Muhammed: Continuity and Change (2015)
Michael Blémer, Achim Lichtenberger, Rubina Raja (eds)

Redefining the Sacred: Religious Architecture and Text in the Near East and Egypt,
1000 BC — AD 300 (2014)
Elizabeth Frood, Rubina Raja (eds)

Housing the Chosen: The Architectural Context of Mystery Groups and Religious Associations
in the Ancient World (2014)
Inge Nielsen

Sepulkrale Hofarchitekturen im Hellenismus: Alexandria — Nea Paphos — Kyrene (2014)
Anika Greve
71




Loculus relief with two men and a
child, Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, IN 1027
(Photo: A. S. Berg)

Palmyrenske Studier

The series Palmyrenske Studier (Palmyrene
Studies) is hosted and published by the Royal
Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters in
Copenhagen, who also published the earliest
Danish research on Palmyra in the 1890s, ba-
sed on Johannes Elith @strup’s travel activities
in the region, his mapping of parts of the Syrian

The series takes its name after Harald Ingholt’s
monograph published in 1955, entitled Studi-
er over Palmyrensk Skulptur. This monograph
remains a standard work on the Palmyrene fu-
nerary sculpture. The series hosts publications
of the Palmyra Portrait Project, including con-
ference proceedings.

This unique interdisciplinary series encourages a
focus on all aspects of Rome and the Roman world
from the paleolithic up to the modern era, with the
aim of drawing together different research fields
and traditions in one place for the first time. Promo-
ting cutting-edge and innovative new research in
disciplines including archaeology, history, philology,

Rome Studies

Archaeology, History, and Literature

General editors

Trine Arlund Hass, Det Danske Sprog- og
Litteraturselskab

Rubina Raja, Aarhus Universitet

Desert as well as his visit to Palmyra. Therefo-

re, the series is seen as a continuation of this General editor

strong Danish tradition of exhibiting an interest Rubina Raja, Aarhus Universitet
in this important desert city in Syria.

historiography, theology, and church history, the se-
ries welcomes proposals for both monographs and
edited collections that can contribute to a wider un-
derstanding of both Rome and its legacy over time.

Caesar’s Past and
Posterity’s Caesar

Titles in the series

BREPOLS
The Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters

Det Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes Selskab

Det Kangelige Danske Videnskabernes Selskab The Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters

The Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters

Caesar’s Visions and Impact

on the Roman Empire: Revisiting

the Archaeological and Historical Caesar’s

Caesar, Rome, Visions and Impact
and Beyond on the Roman Empire

New Research and Recent Discoveries Revisiting the Archaeological
and Historical Record of the 40s sc

Women, children and the
family in Palmyra

Edited by Signe Krag and Rubina Raja

Positions and Professions
The World of Palmyra

Edited by Andreas Kropp and Rubina Raja

Edited by Tracey Long and Annette Hyjen Sorensen

in Palmyra Record of the 40s BC (2026)

Kre5|m|r Matijevié, Rubma Raja, Jorg

BREPOLS

The World of Palmyra (2016)
Andreas Kropp & Rubina Raja
(eds) Sine Krag & Rubina Raja (eds)

Women, children and the
family in Palmyra (2019)

Positions and Professions in
Palmyra (2020)
Tracey Long & Annette Jgjen
Sgrensen (eds)
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Jerash Papers

The ancient city of Gerasa (Jerash), located in Jor-
dan, has a long history. First known as a Neolithic
mega site, and later for its Roman period monu-
ments, the settlement flourished throughout Late
Antiquity and the Early Islamic period until it was
hit by the devastating earthquake of 749 CE. Jerash
only re-emerged into archaeological and historical
sources in the later medieval period, and was not
re-identified until the early 19th century. Since
then, excavations within the city have revealed re-
markable findings that provide an excellent show-
case for the way in which this urban space evolved
between the Hellenistic period and Islamic times.
Jerash Papers provides a specialised forum th-
rough which the extraordinary site of Jerash can

Titles in the series

be presented to a wider audience, and its impor-
tance traced through historical and archaeologi-
cal material from prehistoric up to modern times.
Volumes published within the series are encoura-
ged to cross disciplinary and chronological boun-
daries, to transcend traditional views, definitions
and presumptions, and in doing so, to shed new
light on our understanding of the ancient world.

Editors

Achim Lichtenberger, Universitat Minster
Rubina Raja, Aarhus Universitet

Jerash, the Decapolis, and the Earthquake of AD 749: The Fallout of a Disaster (2025)

Achim Lichtenberger, Rubina Raja (eds)

Ceramic Finds in Context (Roman to Early Islamic Times): Final Publications from the Danish-German Jerash

Northwest Quarter Project VII (2025)
Heike Modller, Stephen Merkel

Miscellaneous Objects: Final Publications from the Danish-German Jerash Northwest Quarter Project VI

Achim Lichtenberger, Rubina Raja (eds) (2024)

The History and Pottery of a Middle Islamic Settlement in the Northwest Quarter of Jerash: Final Publications
from the Danish-German Jerash Northwest Quarter Project V (2023)

Alex Peterson

Water Management in Gerasa and its Hinterland: From the Romans to AD 750 (2022)

David D. Boyer

Architectural Elements, Wall Paintings, and Mosaics: Final Publications from the Danish-German Jerash

Northwest Quarter Project IV (2022)
Achim Lichtenberger, Rubina Raja (eds)
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The Archaeology
and History of Jerash

110 Years of Excavations

Middle Islamic Jerash
(9th century — 15th century)

Archaeology and History of
an Ayyubid-Mamluk settlement

EDITED BY
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Glass, Lamps, and Jerash Bowls: Final Publications from the Danish-German Jerash Northwest Quarter Project il
(2021)
Achim Lichtenberger, Rubina Raja (eds)

Metal Finds and Coins: Final Publications from the Danish-German Jerash Northwest Quarter Project Il (2021)
Achim Lichtenberger, Rubina Raja (eds)

Environmental Studies, Remote Sensing, and Modelling: Final Publications from the Danish-German Jerash
Northwest Quarter Project | (2020)
Achim Lichtenberger, Rubina Raja (eds)

Hellenistic and Roman Gerasa: The Archaeology and History of a Decapolis City (2020)
Achim Lichtenberger, Rubina Raja (eds)

Byzantine and Umayyad Jerash Reconsidered: Transitions, Transformations, Continuities (2019)
Achim Lichtenberger, Rubina Raja (eds)

Middle Islamic Jerash (9th century — 15th century): Archaeology and History of an Ayyubid-Mamluk Settlement (2018)
Achim Lichtenberger, Rubina Raja (eds)

The Archaeology and History of Jerash: 110 Years of Excavations (2018)
Achim Lichtenberger, Rubina Raja (eds)
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Women of the Past, Elite Women in Hellenistic

WO m e n Of t h e Pa St Issues for the Present Hism;g’dlgzzzggﬁiaphy’

Testimonies from Archaeology and History

The roles played by women in history, and even Editors

the very idea of what it is to be female, have Nina Javette Koefoed, Aarhus Universitet -

always been in flux, changing over centuries, Rubina Raja, Aarhus Universitet oAz
between cultures, and in response to diverse

social and economic parameters. This innovative Advisory Board BREROTY & i
series takes female history, as narrated through Nathanael Andrade, Binghamton College

archaeological and historical sources, as its point Katie Barclay, University of Adelaide

of departure in order to explore how women of Anne Montenach, Université d’Aix-Marseille

ages past lived and died, loved and reproduced, Alexandra Sanmark, University of the Highlands

worked, studied, worshipped, and were repre- and Islands

Sented and perceived' based on eVidence drawn Iiiir\iisgitr?tli/?;:yoffriiﬂthiIll\/Illiil?l?ed Gendering the Nordic Past
from across different fields of research. Ages to the Early Modern Period 7 hies Between Perspectives

Exploring Iconographic Flexibility and Permeability

Titles in the series

EDITED BY EDITED BY
ANDREA-BIANKA ZNOROVSZKY 'UNN PEDERSEN, MARIANNE MOEN,
AND LISBETH SKOGSTRAND

Inside out: Gender and Ageing Agency in Urban and Non-urban Religious Spaces
in Antiquity (2025)
Giulia Pedrucci, Francesca Fulminante, Martina Seifert (eds)

Gendering the Nordic Past: Dialogues between Perspectives (2025)
Unn Pedersen, Marianne Moen, Lisbeth Skogstrand (eds)

Representations of Saint Anne and the Virgin Mary from the Middle Ages to the

o - - el ope r= Inside out: Gender and Agein,
Early Modern Period: Exploring Iconographic Flexibility and Permeability (2025) [/t 1, Urhan and Nonessben
Andrea-Bianka Znorovszky (ed) {0 P20y Spaces in Antiquity

Elite Women in Hellenistic History, Historiography, and Reception (2024)
Borja Antela-Bernardez, Marc Mendoza (eds)

Women of the Past, Issues for the Present (2024)
Nina Javette Koefoed, Rubina Raja (eds)

EDITED BY
GIULIA PEDRUCCI, FRANCESCA FULMINANTE,
AND MARTINA SEIFERT

BREPOLS
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Mediterranean Studies in Antiquity

This series promotes a Mediterranean perspective on antiquity. Individual volumes
focus on broad topics across a wide region where ‘the Mediterranean’ forms a major
analytical tool. It also argues for a broadening of ‘the Mediterranean’ to include the
views and perspectives of regions beyond its immediate boundaries.

Editor
Rubina Raja, Aarhus Universitet

Titles in this series:

Palmyra, the Mediterranean and Beyond (2025)
Rubina Raja (ed)

Etruria and Anatolia. Material Connections and Artistic Exchange (2023)
Baughan, E. P. & Pieraccini, L. C. (eds)

ETRURIA AND

PALMYRA, THE ANATOLIA
MEDITERR ANEAN

AND BEYOND

Material Connections and
Artistic Exchange
edited by EDITED BY

ina ) A N ,
ELIZABETH P. BAUGHAN
AND LISA C. PIERACCINI

Inside the Tower Tomb of Elahbel in
Palmyra (Photo: R. Raja).
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Urban Archaeological Pasts

This series explores the archaeology and ancient history of urban societies
across the world. It reflects the new methods and approaches that are advan-
cing the detail and scope of knowledge of ancient cities. Books in this series
include theoretical statements proposing new conceptual agendas, regional
syntheses exploring new perspectives, and comparative accounts.

Titles in this series:

Urban Life in the Distant Past: The Prehistory of Energized Crowding
Smith, M. E.

Editors

Rubina Raja, Aarhus Universitet

Seren M. Sindbaek, Aarhus Universitet
Michael E. Smith, Arizona State University

Forthcoming:

The Social Networks of Early Medieval Trading Emporia. Harbouring Stran-
gers in a Viking World
Sgren M. Sindbaek

Religion, Ritual, and Urban Development in Ancient Rome
Jorg Ripke
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The Archaeology and History of
Western Asia (300 BCE-750 CE)

From the Hellenistic Period to the End of the

Umayyad Dynasty

Stretching from the Arabian peninsula to the south-
east of modern Turkey and from the River Tigris to the
Mediterranean, Western Asia has always played a central role
in history. Rich in archaeological and written evidence, it is an
area that has been dubbed variously as one of the cradles of
civilization, as home to some of the world’s oldest cultures,
and as the birthplace of the three Abrahamic world religions,
as well as the remarkable phenomenon of Manichaeism. Yet
partly because of this perspective, exploration of the region
after the conquests of Alexander the Great has in many ways
remained under-researched and under-conceptualized, with
little focus on the connections and mutual exchanges of its
societies and religions with another or with those of central
and south Asia. The Archaeology and History of Western Asia,
which explicitly focuses on the period from 300 BCE-750
CE, provides a new forum for high-quality research in the
archaeology and history of Western Asia.
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Khirbet al-Khalde. Final
Publications from the Khirbet
al-Khalde Archaeological
Project 2023 (2025)

Craig A. Harvey, Emanuele E.
Intagliata & Rubina Raja (eds)

Editors
Nathanael Andrade, Binghamton University
Rubina Raja, Aarhus Universitet

Advisory Board

Jennifer Baird, Birkbeck, University of London

Fanny Bessard, University of Oxford

Michael Blomer, Westfalische Wilhelms Universitat Minster
Olympia Bobou, Aarhus Universitet

Matthew Canepa, University of California, Irvine

Maura Heyn, University of North Carolina, Greensboro
Emanuele Intagliata, Universita degli Studi di Milano

Ted Kaizer, Durham University

Robyn Le Blanc, University of North Carolina, Greensboro
KreSimir Matijevi¢, Universitat Leipzig

Elizabeth Murpy, Florida State University

Eivind H. Seland, Universitetet i Bergen

Christine Shepardson, University of Tennessee, Knoxville
Jean-Baptiste Yon, Laboratoire HiSoMA, CNRS, Lyon

Mummy portrait, The MET, Object no.
09.181.7 (Rogers Fund, 1909)

The?:ﬁr t volum

- _rh%‘&“""
LOCALLY
CRAFTED
EMPIRES

Forthcoming:
Locally Crafted Empires

Locally Crafted Empires (LoCiS) is an innovative academic series dedicated to exploring the
dynamics of imperial rule from a bottom-up perspective. Emphasizing the lived experiences of
local societies who lived under imperial rule (of all sizes and geographical scopes), the series
sheds light on how individuals, communities, and regions were shaped by imperial power across
time and space, and how they in turn were able to shape imperial perspectives. Spanning from
the rise of the Assyrian Empire (first millennium BCE) to the decline of the Mongol Empire
(fourteenth century CE), the series invites both monographs and thematic edited volumes
from archaeology, history, literature, and historiographical-focused disciplines that engage
critically with both material and textual evidence. With its stringent bottom-up approach,
the series challenges traditional top-down narratives and highlights the reciprocal influences
between imperial centres and their territories, opening up new avenues for understanding the
multifaceted nature of imperial rule.

Sarcophagus from Palmyra (Photo: Ingholt
Archive, courtesy of the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek). 83



Centre for Urban Network Evolutions -
Annual Reports 2015-2024

UrbNet

January 2015-June 2016

A Centre of Excellence funded by
the Danish National Research Foundation

Hosted by Aarhus University

https://urbnet.
' au.dk/fileadmin/

! o o | report_2015-2016_
SAMLET.pdf

| https://urbnet.
au.dk/fileadmin/

¥ Urbnet/Publications/
: UrbNet_annual_

" o sy, Teport_2017_
PUBLIC.pdf
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https://urbnet.
au.dk/fileadmin/
Urbnet/Publications/
UrbNet_annual_

T Ao s report_2016_
PUBLIC_WEB.pdf
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UrbNet
Annual Report
2018

A Centre of Excellence funded by
the Danish National Research Foundation

Hosted by Aarhus University

https://urbnet.au.dk/

fileadmin/Urbnet/

gl Publications/UrbNet_

Annual_Report 2018 _

I PUBLIC_WEBPAGE_
FINAL.pdf

UrbNet
Annual Report
2019

A Centre of Excellence funded by
the Danish National Research Foundation

Hosted by Aarhus University

5 https://www.e-
pages.au.dk/
aarhusuniversitet/
2241.pdf

UrbNet
Annual Report
2021
the Darieh National Research Foundation
Hosted by Aarhus University

https://www.e-

: pages.au.dk/

| aarhusuniversitet/

Wy

2563.pdf

Z20Z3

WL M hitps://urbnet.au.dk/
Annual Report
fileadmin/Urbnet/
Publications/Annual_
report_2023 Public.
pdf

ACentre of Excellence funded by the Danish National Research Foundation
H

josted by Aarhus University

UrbNet
Annual Report
2020

A Centre of Excellence funded b
the Danish National Research Foundation

Hosted by Aarhus University

* https://www.e-
pages.au.dk/
aarhusuniversitet/
2409.pdf

xR UrbNet
L]

UrbNet

Annual Report

https://urbnet.au.dk/
fileadmin/Urbnet/
Publications/Annual_
report_2022

AARHUS
/ N UNIVERSITY pu bl ic_o pslag_. pdf

A Centre of Excellence funded by the Danish National Research Foundation
Hosted by Aarhus Universty

https://urbnet.
au.dk/fileadmin/
ingen_mappe_
valgt/Annual_
report_ 2024 -
. PUBLIC__

iy Uronlet SRV VR oneltside_.pdf
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